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Powers agreed to guarantee the " neutrality" of the new
Kingdom—i.e. they undertook to make war on any state which
attacked it. The King of Holland indignantly protested, and
invaded Belgium; but the appearance of a French army,
acting as mandatary of the Powers, compelled him to retire,
though he sulkily refused to recognise the new kingdom until
1839.
§ 105. the revolt of poland.—The successful revolutions
in France and Belgium inspired others which had very different
results. In Italy, for instance, there were rebellions in Modena,
Parma and the Papal Domains. Italian discontents have always
provided scope for adventurous rulers of France, and the
insurgents hoped for the support of Louis-Philippe to counter-
balance the inevitable hostility of Metteraich. But they were
disappointed. The new King of the French was in no position
to challenge the might of Austria, and his attention was fully
occupied with events in Belgium. So the Italians were left to
make what terms they could with their masters.
The fate of the Polish insurrection (1830-1831) was very
similar, though on a much larger scale. Alexander I had in the
first flush of his " liberal" enthusiasm made his Polish pro-
vinces into a constitutional kingdom separate from autocratic
Russia, with its own army and legal system (§ 84). But the
Polish nobles were not satisfied. They complained because he
had not included in the kingdom certain fonner possessions of
Poland, such as Latvia and Lithuania; and the army officers
formed a secret society to work for a " Greater Poland.9' This
provoked Alexander (especially after he came under the in-
fluence of Metternich) (§ 88) to restrict the liberties which he
had granted under the Constitution of 1815. His successor
Nicholas went further—he nullified the Constitution by refusing
to convoke the Diet.
If the Poles were bent on rebellion, they would have done
well to choose the time when Nicholas was engaged in the
Turkish War (§ 102) ; but they let this opportunity slip. The

